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BRITISH  GUIANA/ 


By  CoTiSTil  Geors'e  E«  Chaiuberliii,  Georgreto^vsi. 

The  total  import  and  export  trade  of  British  Guiana  in  1014 
amounted  to  $20,250,237  as  compared  with  $18,277,940  in  1913.  The 
A'alue  of  the  imports  was  $7,605,530,  a  decrease  of  $85,458  from  the 
previous  year.  The  export  trade  showed  a  decided  increase,  tiie  value 
being  $12,590,707,  a  gain  of  $2,003,731,  or  nearly  20  per  cent.  The  in- 
crease in  the  export  trade  in  1913  over  that  of  the  previous  j^ear  was 
22  per  cent. 

The  general  business  conditions  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the 
year  were  practically  normal.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war  l)usiiiess  became  somewhat  stagnant  for  a  time  but  soon  recovered, 
and  with  the  advance  in  the  price  of  sugar  during  the  last  four  months 
of  the  year  the  total  exports  exceeded  those  of  previous  years.  Owing 
to  the  continued  higli  price  of  sugar,  and  a  probable  large  crop,  the 
year  1915  should  be  still  more  prosperous  in  this  respect. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  customs  department  for  1914,  including 
excise  duty  on  rum  ($372,041),  light  dues  ($21,498),  and  tonnage  du.es 
($49,331)  was  $2,030,372,  an  increase  of  $30,987  over  1913. 

Trade,  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  and  the 
exports  to  each  country  for  1913  and  1914 : 


Couutries 


British  East  Inrlios.. 
British  West  Indies. 

Canada 

Denmark 

Dutch  Guiana 

France 


French  Guiana 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Newfoundland 

Norway 

Portugal 

Portuguese  possessions. 

Spain 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Venezuela 

other  countries 


Total 7,750, 


Imports  from. 


1913 


240, 

(i92, 

30, 

7, 

77, 

9, 

.■)3, 

119, 


29, 

14, 

10, 

1, 

,353, 

,810, 

13, 

49, 


$280,924 
90, 763 

947,049 
34,099 
52, 133 
74,786 

100, 500 
3S,2G1 

100,474 


3, 65S 

40, 133 

13,099 

10,512 

3, 878 

3,993,364 

1,817,558 

20,587 

15,492 


Exports  to. 


1913 


J214 

580,403 

3,824,704 

235 

369,648 


74,683 
18,072 
01,555 
19, 858 


5,129,040 

393, 782 

3,082 

51,040 


7,665,530 


10,526,976 


1914 


f  1,229 

599, 712 

3,209,717 

706 

308,558 

1,320 

364,378 

1,392 

24,920 

20, 146 


432 


7,033,903 

392,078 

8,458 

23,094 


12,590,707 


^A  preliminary  report,  covering  principally  tho  export  trade,  was  puhlished  as  Supple- 
ment No.  44a,  April  20,  1015.  The  present  report  covers  the  import  trade  and  gives  fur- 
ther statistics  on  the  export  trade,  etc. 
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The  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  exceeded  that  of  all  other 
countries,  amounting  to  over  57  per  cent  of  the  aggregate  trade  of  the 
colony  and  consisting  of  over  52  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  60  per 
cent  of  the  exports.  Canada  ranks  next  with  over  20  per  cent  of  the 
total  trade,  followed  by  the  United  States  with  10  per  cent. 
Articles  of  Import. 

The  following  table  shows  the  articles  and  their  value  imported 
into  British  Guiana  during  1913  and  1914 : 


Articles. 


Aerated  and  mineral  waters. . 
Animals: 

ITorses 

Mules 

Sheep 

Apparel 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  e.x- 
plosive?: 

Arms 

Ammunition 

Explosives 

Baa's  and  sacks  not  paper  or 

cotton 

Bags,    traveling    and    tool, 

trunks  and  valises 

Beer  and  ale 

Biscuits,  bread,  and  cakes 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bricks 

Brooms  and  brushes 

Buckets,  pails,  and  tubs 

Bullion  and  coin, 

Butter 

Cadutchoue  and  gutta-pereh'a 

manufactures 

Candles 

Carriages  and  wagons: 

Bibycles  and  tricycles.-..'.'. 

Bicycle  and  tricycle  parts. 

Motor  cars 

Motor  car  parts 

Motorcycles 

Motorcycle  parts 

other  carnages,  etc 

Caitle  and  other  animal  foods. 

Cement. 

Cheese 

Chemicals 

China  ware  and  pottery 

Clocks 

Coal 

Coke  and  patent  fuel 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  t'lvine 

Cork 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

Ribbon 

Other  sorts 

Cutlery 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fireworks 

Fish: 

Canned 

Mackerel    and    salmon, 
pickled 

Smoked  and  dried 

Other  sorts 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Ghee 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grain,  flour,  etc.: 

Flour 

Grain  and  mixtures 

Pulse 

Rice 

Other  kinds 


$5, 390 

6,6.52 

31,474 

3,635 

139, 903 


7,143 
8,621 
4,641 

154, 279 

7,258 

141,336 

23,401 

24, 3S6 

119, 702 

9,749 

8,195 

3,848 

260,045 

119,740 

14,991 
3,113 

16,393 

12, 963 

33, 136 

24,626 

4,907 

1,223 

2,644 

11,152 

34,845 

32, 458 

53,181 

14,854 

1,944 

160,013 

21,554 

10,329 

5,146 

14,818 

42,978 

3,153 

12,599 

749,024 

3,830 

172,025 

8,762 

26,685 

1,336 

42, 128 

13,609 
246,086 
10,946 
49,101 
29,248 
26,315 

740,738 

135,691 

105, 670 

450 


1914 


S5,956 

4,760 

24, 149 

3,140 

114,548 


5,235 
6,592 
2,981 

206, 686 

7,116 

1.51,255 

30, 541 

26, 584 

109, 958 

12, 142 

8,748 

4,636 

266, i;o 

126,262. 

14,226 
2,721 

17;i8i 

13,3G2 

25,946 

21,990 

3,928 

3,822 

3,360 

13,669 

30, 625 

30, 866 

70, 255 

13,421 

1,741 

200, 039 

24,705 

6, 285 

0,735 

12,116 

48, 703 

1,753 

11,128 

583,813 

5,813 

120,479 

8,118 

20, 55: 


50,466 

17,511 
256, 890 
7,3,33 
48, 860 
29,950 
22, 793 

813,3-7 

131,4(4 

125, 15!) 

1,405 

IS,  658 


Articles. 


Grease 

Gum^,  balata,  etc 

Haberdashery  and  millinery. . 

Hardware 

Hats  and  bonnets 

Hay  and  chaff 

Hemp  manufactures 

Implements  an;l  tools 

Instraments,  scientific 

Jams  and  jellies 

Jewelry 

Lard 

Leather 

Leather  manufactures  other 
than  boots,  shoes,  and  sad- 
dlery   

Lime 

IJnen  manufactiu'es 

Machinery: 

Mining 

Rice 

SewiQg  machines 

Sugar...  

"  L'nclas9iRed.-.'..i- 

Manure:        •        'i' 

Chemical 

'  thcr  sorts 

Mijitches ..,.-; 

'M-ats  and  mattingsi 

Meats: 

Beef  and  pork,   pickled 
and  saU  oa 

Canned 

Fresh 

Other  kinds 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Metals: 

Brass  and  manufactures 
thereof 

Bars,   rods,   sheets,   and 
plates 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  chains . . . 

Copper  and  manufactures 
of 

Galvanized    and    corru- 
gated sheets 

Hoop 

Lead 

Nails  and  spikes 

Rivets,    elmchers,    wire 
and  wire  fencing 

Tin    and    manufactures 
thereof 

Unclassified 

Milk,  condensed 

Musical  instrxmients 

Oils: 

Essential  and  medicinal., 

Petroleum- 
Crude  

Refined 

Petrol 

Unclassified 

Oilcloth  and  linoleum 

Opium     and     preparations 

t  hereof 

Paints 

Paper: 

I'liriting , 

Unclassified 

Perfumery 


1913 


$10,191 

6,171 

105,626 

83,551 

71,224 

2,903 

23,845 

45,261 

7,416 

3,360 

3,274 

37,137 

15,346 


16,109 
20, 228 
10,662 

17,722 
1.5, 291 
17,060 
92, 1G8 
■  105, 788 

626, 491 
5, 255 
9,777 

■  2,203 


320, 368 
13, 780 
3,134 
49, 768 
64,501 


12,977 

10. 125 
16,331 

5,637 

36,675 
10, 238 
2,648 
13,948 

13,576 

7,864 
107,214 
60, 483 

15. 126 

1,882 

610 

111,930 

17,672 

171,029 

2,964 

22,320 
26,420 

13,206 
86,642 
10,836 


$11,673 

43,908 

93,136 

SO,  135 

53,076 

5,194 

28,331 

47,401 

5,951 

3,004 

2,224 

41,594 

14,823 


15, 131 
20,510 

5,584 

10, 42S 
12,213 
18,357 
93, 4,56 
94,061 

581,285 
9,117 
9,577 
1,391 


289, 604 
12,936 
2,088 
46, 143 
80,198 


10, 551 

18,261 
14,113 

4,807 

41,465 
18, 682 
1,169 
12, 730 

16,246 

3, 273 
62,503 
61,316 
15, 324 

3,508 

4,973 
99,494 
29,255 
176,062 

2,046 

27,979 
26, 138 

11,742 
71,112 
8,716 
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Articles. 


Fitch 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Plate  and  plated  ware 

Provisions 

Saddlerv  and  harness 

Salt...: 

Seeds 

Ships  and  boats 

Silk 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits: 

Brandy 

Gin 

WhislT 

Unclassified 

Stationery  other  than  paper. 

Sago 

Sugar 

Stone  and  slate 

Tar 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Leaf 


1913 


84,003 
3, 155 
8,588 
12,421 
5,079 
15, 545 
22, 690 
2,140 
48, 703 
96,470 
8,358 

9,332 
15,184 
49,403 
28,277 
17,258 
12,571 


2,  753 
3,266 
IS, 719 

13,871 
51,575 


1914 


$4, 187 
3,901 
6,280 

11,300 
5,962 

14,045 

20,401 
3)930 

24,591 

115,463 

8, 823 

5,784 
11,190 
46,604 
28,228 
13,568 


11,998 
1,677 
3,741 

19,388 

13,507 
62, 580 


Articles. 


Tobacco— Continued. 

Snufr 

Unclassified 

Toys  and  games 

Turpentine 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Varnish  and  polish 

Vegetables: 

Dried  and  canned 

Fresh 

Onions  and  garlic 

Watches 

Wine 

Wood  and  timber: 

lAimber 

Shooljs 

Staves  and  headings,  oak.. 

Sash,  blinds,  doors,  cas- 
kets, office  and  store 
fixtures 

Unclassified 

Wool  manufactures 

Miscellaneous  articles 


$154 

80,311 

10,673 

2, 325 

7, 906 

4,377 

4,667 

137,513 

33,614 

1,441 

32,370 

91,986 
26, 243 
72, 327 


15,604 
30, 555 
119,604 
71,915 


7,750,988 


1914 


78,304 
7,213 
1,579 

7, 854 
2,849 

4,234 
126, 636 
32, 988 

1,626 
26,313 

124,518 
14,953 
133, 039 


25, 816 
24,804 
97,307 
85, 420 


7, 665, 530 


The  following  articles  of  imports  show  substantial  increases :  Bags 
and  sacivs,  beer  and  ale,  chemicals,  coal,  fish,  flour,  pulse,  medicines, 
leaf  tobacco,  lumber,  and  oak  staves  and  headings. 

Bags  and  sacks  are  chieflj  imported  for  the  sugar  and  rice  in- 
dustries, and  the  larger  sugar  production  was  responsible  for  a  gain 
of  $52,407  in  the  imports.  The  increase  in  the  imports  of  coal  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  a  greater  number  of  British  and  other  vessels 
coaled  at  this  port.  The  stock  of  flour  was  greatly  increased  after  the 
commencement  of  the  w^ar,  the  imports  in  September  amounting  to 
23,133  barrels  and  sacks  as,  compared  with  a  monthly  average  of 
14,203  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1914.  The  scarcity  of  fresh 
fish  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  was  responsible  for  the  in- 
creased imports  of  canned  and  salted  fish.  The  increase  in  the  im- 
ports of  white  oak  staves  and  headings  was  due  to  the  abnormal  de- 
mand for  casks  as  a  result  of  a  large  increase  in  the  local  manufacture 
of  rum.  The  importation  of  lumber  increased  by  1,252,G4S  feet,  which 
was  ordered  in  anticipation  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  district  which 
vras  destroyed  by  fire  in  December,  1913. 

Decreases  in  Imports. 

There  were  decreased  imports  of  the  follovv^ing  articles:  Apparel, 
boots  and  shoes,  motor  cars,  piece  goods,  haberdashery,  hats  and  bon- 
nets, chemical  manures,  meats,  metals,  petroleum  paper,  silk,  and 
woolen  goods. 

The  war  caused  the  closing  down  to  a  considerable  extent  of  the 
forest  and  mining  industries,  limiting  considerably  the  spending 
power  of  certain  classes.  The  result  of  this  curtailment  Avas  felt 
cliiefl}^  in  the  dry  goods  and  clothing  trade  and  in  the  sale  of  luxuries. 

The  imports  of  apparel  decreased  by  $25,355,  cotton  piece  goods 
$105,211,  and  other  textiles  by  about  $60,000.  Considerable  quan- 
tities of  these  goods  were  formerly  supplied  this  market  by  Ger- 
many and  Austria,  chiefly  through  England,  and  this  trade  has 
ceased  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Many  of  these  goods 
are  now  coming  from  the  United  States.  The  number  of  motor  cars 
imported  in  1914  was  only  one  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  the 
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net  Yalne  shows  a  decrease  of  $7,190,  indicating  that  the  cars  im- 
ported in  1914  were  less  expensive.  The  majority  of  the  cars  im- 
ported were  of  American  manufacture.  The  imports  of  chemical 
manure,  which  is  mainly  used  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  decreased 
by  2,888  tons  or  $45,200  in  value.  The  drought  of  1912-13  seems  to 
have  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  soil,  as  with  the  use  of  less  fer- 
tilizer the  output  of  sugar  has  materially  increased. 
Imports  from  United  States  and  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  from  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Kingdom  during  1914: 


Arlicles. 


TTnited 

States. 


Animals,  mules 

Apparel 

Baj,'?  and  sacks 

YiecT  and  ale 

Bi?ctiits,  bread,  and  cakes 

Books 

lioots  and  shoes 

Uullion  and  coin 

Butter 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 

15icVcle  and  tricycle  parts 

Motor  c;\rs 

Motorcar  parts 

Motor  cvcies 

Motor  cycle  parts 

("cment 

Cheese 

Coal - 

Coke  and  patent  fuel.. 

Con  ip-'-tiDnery ..  ..■...',,....  -■. .'. 

Corda,:;e  and  twine 

Cotton  manulactures: 

Hosiery 

riece  goods 

Ribbon 

Other  sorts 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fish: 

Canned 

Mackerel     and     salmon, 

pickled 

(  ther  sorts 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Flour •■ 

Ghee 

Grain,  etc.: 

Grain  and  mixtures 

Pulse 

Rice 

Other  kinds 

Haberdashery  and  millinery. . 

Hardware 

ITats  and  bonnets ■ 

Hemp  manufactures 

Implements  and  tools 

Lard 

Leather 

Lime 

Machinery: 

Mining 

Rice 

Sewing  machines 

Sugar 

Unclassified 

Manure,  chemical 

Meats: 

Beef  and  pork,   pickled 

and  salted 

Canned 

Fresh 

other  kinds 


S23, 129 

5,407 

1,036 

822 

12,006 

4, 085 

23, S97 

2,6S0 

9,656 

131 

96 

11,406 

8,292 

1,500 

2,174 

S,654 

207 

12:3,232 


1,312 
3,516 

1,108 

66, 859 

213 

3,112 
11,964 

15,044 

1.812 

363 

14,832 

US,  048 


39,763 
921 


3,121 

517 

17,231 

16 

2,801 

13, 225 

41,102 

4,752 

34S 

380 
10,403 
10, 289 

5,491 
36, 560 

0,958 


: 89, 389 
4,961 


35, 178 


L^nited 
King- 
dom. 


5107,190 
83,378 
J 40, 124 
14, 587 
21,666 
81,505 
144,459 
28,988 
16,539 
13, 056 

5,646 
12,371 

2,428 

1,048 
20,717 

2,804 
76,807 
24,583 
10,633 
41,554 

9,964 

514,421 

5, 197 

98, 673 

8,398 

18,357 

2,420 
328 

25,013 
283 

29,939 

9,984 
26,101 

1,178 

9, 249 
88,527 
56, 864 
52, 434 
25,519 
33,576 
492 

9,967 
13, 233 

10,048 
2,364 
6,783 
87,150 
57, 213 
557,017 


7,802 
2,081 
10, 954 


Articles. 


Medicines  and  drugs 

Metals: 

Brass  and  manufactures  of 

Bars,  roJs,  sheets,  and 
plates 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  chains. . . 

Copper,  and  manufac- 
tiu'es  of 

Galvanized  and  coira- 
gatediron 

Hoop 

Naiis  and  spikes 

Rivets,  wire,  and  wire 
fencing 

LTncIassiQed 

Oils: 

Petrjieum  refmeJ 

Petro! - 

Unclassified 

Opiiuji  an  1  prfeptw-itions .  .•. . . . 

Paints 

Paper: 

Printing 

Unclassified 

Provisions 

Silk 

Soap 

Spirits: 

Brandy 

Gin 

Whisky 

U  nclassified 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Leaf 

Snufl 

Unclassified 

Toys  and  games 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Vegetables: 

Dried  and  canned 

Fresh 

Onions  and  garlic , 

Wine 

Wood  and  timber: 

Lumber 

Bhooks 

Staves  and  headings 

Sash,  blinds,  doors,  cas- 
kets, office  and  store 
fixtures 

Unclassified 

Wool  manufactures 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


United 

States. 


t2D,  654 

552 

304 
1,317 

403 

4,200 


1,154 

4,505 
4,433 

99,494 

20,437 

123, 593 

.       414 

957 

1,303 
2,769 
1,013 
349 
1,954 


2,623 
517 


62, 446 


36 
258 


316 

25, 142 

42.5 

41 

43,010 
14,953 

127,  ns 


8,259 

2,070 

3,074 

142,658 


, 


1, 817, 55i 


United 
King- 
dom. 


S45,649 

7,567 

17,703 
12, 561 

4,462 

37, 255 

18,582 

5,039 

10,914 
57,633 


5,208 
30,835 
27, 565 
23,174 

6,071 
48,880 
10,202 
23, 428 
113,432 

99J 

249 

46,694 

10,854 

16,892 

9,381 
72 

82 
78,266 
6,263 
7,852 

1,036 
17, 163 
2,314 
8,208 


4,233 


10,921 

19, 112 

92, 532 

531,800 


3,993,361 


The  principal  imports  and  their  value  from  Canada  during  1914 
were  as  follows:  Floiu-,  $599,970;  lumber,  $81,432;  grain  and  mix- 
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tures,  $65,917;   fresh  vegotables,  $45,967;  cheese,  $10,795;   pickled 

mackerel  and  salmon,  $r2,112.    From  France:  Butter,  $55,844;  wine, 

$3,483.     From  Germany:  Hardware,  $5,208;  medicines  and  drugs, 

$1,940. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  articles  of  export  from  British  Guiana  and  their  value  during 
1913  and  1914  follow: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

410,434 
13,799 

1,390,263 
235 

11,114 
237,600 

112,757 
20,535 
32.148 
6, 643 
15, 198 
12,198 
r5,095 
82,315 

19, 54 1 

; 09, 543 

59,468 
6,865 

1,229,547 

Gums: 

Balata 

Rubber 

$781,410 

961 

12, 743 

6,170 

12,011 

679,874 

152,960 

5,139,855 

24,953 

17, 56:; 
175,871 
ll,5St 

46,  ita 

f  35,  42S 

$541,093 

633 

Hides 

12, 593 

Gold,  raw 

Silver        

Isinglass  and  fish  glue 

Manure ,  chemical 

Spirits,  rum 

3,971 
8,274 

Coin 

6,300 
17,  COO 

<9, 179 

4,559 
;S,295 

5,801 
:  0,523 
27, 321 
30,(i51 
87, 190 

11,205 
as,  216 

1,112,823 

Gold            

Sugar  and  molasses: 
Vacuum  pan- 
Molasses  sugar 

Other  sugar 

Molasses  and  sirup 

Wood  and  timber; 

Firewood 

Silver  

Cattle    and    other    ani- 
mal foods: 

93,783 

';,465,339 

20,571 

21,. 357 

Groenheart 

53,496 

Shingles 

8,271 

Unolassiriod 

c2,803 

Cotton  piece  ?oods 

Miscellaneous        articles 
'chielly  foreign  goods). . 

Total 

1,067,932 

10,  .12;,  97  J 

12,590,707 

Shipping  Statistics. 

The  number  of  vessels  that'  entered  and  cleared  at  the  various  ports 
of  the  colony  durin^  1914  was  4,435,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
1,039,582,  as  against';4,410  vessels,  of  921,385  tons,  in  1913. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vessels  entered  at  the 
various  ports  during  1914 : 


Port5. 


Georgetown 

Nev,-  Amsterdam 

Springland  i 

Morawhanna 

Yarlkita  Station . 

Toial 


Ton;. 


514,2^ 

237 

4,362 

1,080 

445 

520, 416 


The  following  table   shows  the  nationality   of  the   vessels  that 
entered  the  ports  of  the  colony  during  1914 : 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Nationalities. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tons. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tons. 

British 

206 
1 

34 

317 

36 

2 

35 
2 

346, 193 
1,292 

24,038 
7,S,  441 
22,330 

2,  ,581 
24, 107 

3,336 

269 
3 

10, 761 
1,296 

American 

French 

Dutch 

30 

1,699 

Norwegian 

Swc'lish 

Danish 

German 

R  assian 

8 
1,336 

2,80? 

Venezuelan 

1,525 

Total 

1)13 

502,321 

1,61 '5 

18,092 

6  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMEECE   EEPOKTS. 

[Abstracts  from  British  Colonial  Reports.] 
Rice  and  Cacao  Cultivation. 

The  areii  under  rice  in  British  Guiana  in  1918-14  was  33.8S9  acres, 
yieldingi:  37,000  tons  of  paddy.  Attention  is  being  given  to  cultiva- 
tion and  reaping  of  rice  by  mechanical  means,  and  this  method  has 
passed  successfully  through  its  experimental  stage.  The  rice  grown 
is  of  excellent  quality;  7,709  tons  of  rice  and  1,803  tons  of  rice  meal 
were  exported  during  the  year  1913.  The  keen  demand  among 
planters  of  rice  for  the  specially  selected  seed  paddy  produced  at  the 
experimental  fields  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  became  accentuated. 
Large  areas  of  the  front  lands  of  the  colony  undoubtedly  are  pre- 
eminently suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  rice. 

The  acreage  under  cacao  did  not  increase  during  1913-14  and  does 
not  exceed  2,000  acres.  Para  rubber  has  been  interplanted  through 
considerable  areas  on  some  of  the  cacao  plantations,  and  the  decrease 
reported  as  taking  place  in  cacao  planting  is  mainly  due  to  this.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  cacao  produced  is  used  locally  either  in  the 
preparation  of  chocolate  or  of  sweets,  etc.  There  is  an  extensive  belt 
of  land  in  the  colony  well  suited  for  cacao. 

Rubber  Cultivation. 

The  planting  of  Para  rubber  continues  to  inci'ease.  It  was  esti- 
mated that  over  4,000  acreas  are  now  (1914)  planted  with  Para  rub- 
ber in  the  colony.  There  was  a  fair  demand  during  the  year  for 
Para  rubber  plants,  and  some  61,000  were  sold  by  the  Department  of 
Science  and  Agriculture.  There  were  some  private  imports  of  seeds, 
from  Surinam  and  the  East.  Para  riibber  grows  satisfactorily  in  the 
river  lands  and  on  some  of  the  back  lands  of  the  sugar  estates.  On 
some  estates  trees  which  v.^ere  planted  during  the  years  1907-8  and 
1908-9  are  being  tapped.  Very  satisfactory  yields  are  being  obtained 
and  the  quality  of  the  rubber  is  excellent. 

Work  at  tlie  several  experimental  stsitions  established  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  interior  of  the  colony  was  systematically  carried  on 
during  1914  and  satisfactory  progress  was  reported  from  them. 
Hevea  hraziliensis  is  the  principal  kind  of  rubber  grown.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  bullet  or  balata  trees,  Mwiusops  globosa^  Avere 
planted  at  the  northwestern  station. 

Area  Under  Coconuts  and  Limes — Sisal. 

Coconuts  are  planted  on  some  14,200  acres  of  land,  the  acreage  in 
1913-14  being  13,700.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  nuts  grown 
were  used  locally  for  the  manufacture  of  oil.  There  is  a  wide  area  of 
land  suitable  for  the  planting  of  coconuts,  on  parts  of  whicli  exten- 
sion of  such  planting  is  being  actively  carried  on.  Under  proper 
cultivation  and  drainage  the  3^early  crop  will  be  largely  increased  in 
the  near  future. 

The  cultivation  of  limes  is  slowly  increasing;  940  acres  were  occu- 
pied by  this  product  in  1913-14.  The  erection  of  machinery  at  Plan- 
tation Providence,  Berbice,  for  the  pruduction  of  citrate  of  lime  is 
giving  this  promising  industry  a  much-desired  impetus. 

Although  the  fiber  obtained  from  sisal  cultivation  at  the  Hill's 
estate,  Mazaruni  River,  was  of  excellent  quality,  the  relatively  low 
yield  per  acre,  coupled  with  the  ravages  of  disease  and  transport  diffi- 


BRITISH  GUIANA.  7 

culties,  prevented  its  cultivation  from  being  a  financial  success.  The 
250  acres  occupied  by  it  have  been  planted  with  Para  rubber,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  at  the  Hill's  estate  appear  to  be  assured. 

Cattle  Raising — Manufactures. 

There  are  large  areas  of  land  suitable  for  the  raising  of  cattle.  The 
number  in  the  colony  at  the  end  of  1914  Avas  estimated  at  81,000,  in- 
cluding 9,000  on  the  savanna  region,  but  it  is  probable  that  this 
estimate  is  considerably  below  the  actual  figure. 

Sugar,  rum,  molasses,  molascuit,  rice,  and  rice  meal  are  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  manufacture  exported.  A  certain  quantity  of  leather 
and  cacao  is  prepared  for  local  consumption.  Matches  are  made  and 
there  is  a  large  and  well-equipped  jce  factory  with  cold-storage  accom- 
modations. 

There  are  two  well-equipped  factories  in  Georgetown  which  manu- 
facture boots  and  shoes  of  all  description  for  the  local  market.  The 
larger  is  capable  of  turning  out  between  2,000  and  3,000  pairs  per 
w-eek,  while  the  smaller  can  handle  500  pairs.  Both  establishments 
manufacture  strong  and  serviceable  footwear,  which  finds  a  ready  sale 
with  the  great  bulk  of  the  people.  The  prices  charged  are  very  rea- 
sonable. 
The  Fisheries. 

There  is  room  for  considerable  development  in  several  directions, 
especially  in  sea  fishing,  curing  with  the  aid  of  ice,  and  smoking.  A 
fair  supply  of  sea  fish  is  generally  kept  at  the  ice  depot,  but  ice  is  not 
generally  used.'  In  early  time^ -sihoked  or  barbecued  paku  was  got. 
from  the  northwest  in  large  quantities,  but  is  now  rarely  seen.  Salt 
cod,  herring,  and  mackerel,  are  imported  in  quantity,  but  no  colony 
fishes  are  cured.  Fresh-water  fislies  are  obtainable  in  the  markets, 
but  not  to  the  extent  desired ;  in  fact,  the  supply  is  precarious.  Rarely 
can  a  particular  kind  be  got  to  order.  The  angler  may  enjoy  good 
sport  with  tarpon  or  cuffum,  as  well  as  several  other  fish  that  are  more 
grateful  to  the  palate.  The  river  fishing  in  the  interior  is  exception- 
ally good. 
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